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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

Roughan & O’Donovan was commissioned by Knockmore – Pontoon Community 
Development Group to undertake a Feasibility Study for a Recreational Trail between 
Knockmore and Pontoon, County Mayo connecting with various places of interest at 
Lough Conn and Lough Cullin. The study is to identify an optimum route for the 
walking trail from Healy’s Hotel to Knockmore Bay (7km) that can be taken forward to 
planning application stage. 

 

View of Lough Cullin 

 

Today, with increased demand for outdoor tourism and recreation activities, the trail 
represents a unique opportunity to develop a very attractive and distinctive trail 
through an area with a wealth of natural heritage and landscape reinforcing the 
overall tourism offer of the Knockmore - Pontoon area and attracting more visitors.   

According to Fáilte Ireland, 1,205,000 overseas visitors to Ireland engaged in 
hiking/walking and 290,000 and significant numbers of domestic visitors engaged in 
walking (22%). 

The objective of the Knockmore Pontoon Development Group is to develop the 
tourism and recreational potential of the Knockmore – Pontoon Area. The walking 
and cycling trail would harness the scenic potential of this beautiful area and create a 
recreational experience for locals and visitors alike. 

To walk this route currently poses a significant road safety issue, as the R310 is a 
secondary route between Ballina and Castlebar and carries significant traffic volumes 
with high traffic speeds. The road for most of the route is narrow and has no hard 
shoulder or verge and has a series of blind bends.  

The Foxford Way, which is a long distance walk that extends through the Ox 
Mountains from Foxford to Straide and around Lough Cullin, overlaps with the 
proposed Knockmore – Pontoon Recreational Trail and runs along the R310 for 
approximately 2km.  
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The Knockmore Pontoon Development Group is also collaborating with Mayo County 
Council and the Blueway Group in Foxford, who have secured funding to develop 
complimentary infrastructure for water based activities.  
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Location Map – Study Area
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1.2. Policy Context 

1.2.1. Mayo County Development Plan 2014 – 2020 

Relevant policies and objectives of the Mayo County Development Plan 2014 – 2020 
that supports the development of the Knockmore – Pontoon Recreational Trail 
include: 

TM-01: It is an objective of the Council to support and promote sustainable tourism 
development, accessible to all throughout the County and to work in partnership with 
tourism organisations, and adjoining Local Authorities where necessary, in securing 
the development of tourism enterprises and infrastructure in suitable locations where 
it can be demonstrated that the development will not have significant adverse effects 
on the environment, including the integrity of the Natura2000 network, residential 
amenity or visual amenity. 

TM-03: It is an objective of the Council to continue to provide where possible, or 
encourage the provision of, walkways and cycleways throughout the county where it 
can be demonstrated that the development will not have significant adverse effects 
on the environment, including the integrity of the Natura 2000 network or visual 
amenity, and to promote the County as a premier walking/cycling destination in the 
Country. 

The R310 between Knockmore and Pontoon is also identified as a scenic route with 
scenic views and that development should not interfere with the views and prospects. 
It is considered that the proposed recreational trail will provide improved access to 
and potentially open up some of these views. It is also noted that in recent years 
roadside hedgerows and vegetation has grown significantly that much of the views 
are partially blocked.  

NR-01: It is an objective of the Council, where it can be demonstrated that the 
development will not have significant adverse effects on the environment including 
the integrity of the Natura 2000 network, to: e. Preserve the major natural amenities 
of the County and provide sustainable ancillary facilities to enhance their 
recreational, amenity and conservation value and to control inappropriate and non-
compatible uses. 

AC-01: It is an objective of the Council, within the lifetime of this plan, to:  b. Where 
necessary, establish new accesses and public rights of way to recreational areas 
including the coast, upland areas, lakeshores, river-bank areas and heritage sites in 
co-operation with landowners and the local community. When public rights of way are 
identified, the owners of the public rights of way shall be notified in accordance with 
the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2010. 

PY-05: It is the policy of the Council, in conjunction with all relevant statutory 
agencies and social infrastructure providers, to provide, or facilitate the provision of, 
high quality sustainable social infrastructure, improve the quality of life for the citizens 
of the County and to reduce social exclusion through the implementation of the 
objectives below. 

 

1.2.2. Destination Mayo 

Mayo County Council has a Tourism Development Strategy, Destination Mayo, A 
Strategy for the Future Development of Tourism in County Mayo, 2016 – 2021. The 
vision and objectives of this strategy are copied below. 
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According to Fáilte Ireland research on walking trends, the more popular walks tend 
to be short circular loops ranging from 5km to 10km as well as themed trails (e.g. 
historical, spiritual etc.).  

Destination Mayo notes that ‘The key requirements for Mayo in attracting additional 
walkers is to develop a number of iconic or themed routes of scale routed through 
areas of stunning beauty and attractive towns which could form part of a national 
Irish journey. This strategy seeks to develop walking journeys with exceptional user 
services, striking trail features and authentic experiences’. 

 

1.3. Scheme Objectives 

The principal objective of this group is to develop a walking trail starting at Healy’s 
Hotel, Pontoon, traversing the most scenic aspects of the lakeshore and ending in 
Knockmore Bay.  Such a walking trail would contribute hugely to the regeneration of 
the Pontoon area, which has gone into significant decline in the last number of years 
with the closure of two prominent hotels.   

The proposed recreational trail would showcase the heritage and natural beauty of 
this area and support biodiversity, create sustainable development through rural 
tourism, and revitalise the hospitality trade which has been decimated in the last 
number of years with the closure of two prominent hotels. 
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This recreational walking trail would create a compelling and quality visitor 
experience through exposition and interpretation of this unique biodiverse area whilst 
supporting rural tourism enterprise development after a period of recession. 

 

2. FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS & TYPICAL DETAILS 

2.1. Design Standards 

The National Trails Office, Trail Standards and Classifications provide details of the 
development of recreational trails. Some of the relevant details from this standard are 
outlined below. 

Walking trails have different classes to suit different land types as shown in the 
extract from the Trail Standards and Classifications document. The proposed 
Knockmore – Pontoon Recreational Trail is considered to be a Core Recreation Area, 
which is described as ‘Established recreational areas e.g. central areas or forest 
parks or national parks, near beach car parks etc...’. The appropriate trail types are 
Classes 1, 2 or 3. 

 

It is considered that the most appropriate trail type that would be compatible with the 
natural constraints are Class 2 and 3, which is described below (extract from the 
National Trails Office, Classification and Grading for Recreational Trails), however 
some sections may be developed to a Class 1 where the volume of users would be 
higher, such as at particular places of interest, and where space allows. 
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Class 1 Walking Trail (extract from NTO Trail Standards and Classifications, Table 4.1) 
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Typical Class 2 Recreational Trails (extract from NTO Trail Standards and 
Classifications, Table 4.2) 
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Typical Class 3 Recreational Trails (extract from NTO Trail Standards and 
Classifications, Table 4.3) 
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2.2. Access 

Where access to and along the trail crosses private lands a number of access control 
measures can be provided including kissing gates or open field gates with cattle 
gratings, such as that shown in the image below. 

 

 
Typical gated access through a field 

 

2.3. Road Crossings 

The interactions between pedestrians using the Trail and traffic on the public road will 
be clearly signed and marked. Pedestrians crossing the road will give-way to road 
traffic. Road markings and signage will be provided so that traffic is aware of the Trail 
crossing and can drive with extra care. Adequate visibility splays will be required at 
the crossings so that pedestrians can see oncoming traffic.   

 

2.4. Signage & Information 

Proper signage is to be provided to give a good 
level of coherence, safety and attractiveness. 
Branded information and directions sign should be 
provided along the entire route. Regulatory and 
warning signs will be provided only at access points 
to the Trail.  
 
Information boards should be provided at each of 
the main access points including car parks. These 
information boards will assist users of the Trail to 
orientate themselves and identify nearby amenities 
and places of interest and will advertise the Trail to 
locals and tourist in the area.  
 
 
 

Typical Waymarker 
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Waymarker should also be provided and they should be easily distinguished from 
other routes (such as the Foxford Way). The waymarkers should be provided at 
junctions and intervals or 500m – 1km. 
 

 

Typical Information Board  

 

2.5. Structures & Boardwalks 

There are a number of locations where the trail will need to cross streams or marshy 
ground. Structures and boardwalks will be lightweight and made from 
environmentally sensitive and low maintenance materials such as the example given 
below, which is the Boyne Greenway where is passes through the Boyne SAC. 

 

Typical Boardwalk Structure (Boyne Greenway through the Boyne SAC) 
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3. EXISTING SITE 

3.1. Existing Environment 

The R310 is regional road between Castlebar and Ballina. The road carries 
significant traffic, with relatively high traffic speeds. The section of the R310 that the 
proposed Trail runs parallel to has no hard shoulder and characterised by a solid 
white line with no overtaking, and walking along the R310 poses significant dangers 
to pedestrians. 

 

R310 West of Pontoon Bridge 

 

3.2. Points of Interest 

The various places of interested and opportunities along the route were identified, 
and are shown below and on drawings KPT-ROD-GEN-SW_AE-M2-EN-10101 
Potential Route Options Sheet 1 of 2 and KPT-ROD-GEN-SW_AE-M2-EN-10102 
Potential Route Options Sheet 2 of 2 included in Appendix A. 

1. Knockmore Picnic Area: Access to the lake and a possible blue-way access 
point; 

2. Rina (Rinakilleen) Peninsula. 

3. Glosblic: lay-bys and viewing areas. 

4. Bourke’s Loop: boat access point and potential picnic area. 

5. School House Bay: Beach and former water polo club. 

6. Foxford Way: connection to Drummin 

7. Carrick a Bhradon (Cuing Beg): cliffs at lakeshore, group water scheme. 

8. Six Arch Bridge: original bridge between Lough Conn and Lough Cullin 
partially buried. Defunct following the Moy Drainage Scheme.  

9. Foxford Way: second connection point. 

10. Dockery’s and Mulrooney’s: Partially enclosed bay. 
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11. Pontoon Bridge: View of two lakes, where the channel was blasted to provide 
a connect the lakes. 

12. Laughil Track: Part of the Foxford Way up and over the hill through bog and 
forestry.  

13. Lough Cullin Fishing Access: possible blue-way location 

14. Healy’s Hotel: currently planning application. Former military barracks. 

15. Drummin Woods: possible blue-way location + future greenway. 

 

3.3. Designated Sites & Protected Areas 

The proposed trail follows along the boundary of the Lough Conn and Lough Cullin 
Special Protection Area (SPA site code 0042281), Lough Conn and Lough Cullin 
proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA site code 00519) and the River Moy Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC site code 002298).  

Following the desk study, a multidisciplinary walkover survey was conducted within 
the study area. This survey was undertaken on 1st-3rd August 2018 by suitably 
qualified ecologists from Roughan & O’Donovan, namely Owen O’Keefe BSc (Hons) 
ACIEEM and Kate Moore BSc (Hons) GradCIEEM.  

The survey aimed to identify “protected species and natural habitats”, as defined in 
the Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC) and European Communities 
(Environmental Liability) Regulations, 2008, including:  

• Birds Directive – Annex I species and other regularly occurring migratory 
species, and their habitats (wherever they occur); and, 

• Habitats Directive – Annex I habitats, Annex II species and their habitats, and 
Annex IV species and their breeding sites and resting places (wherever they 
occur).  

The desk study and walkover survey identified features of sufficient value as to be 
material in the decision-making process and for which potential impacts are likely 
(Key Ecological Receptors) in the study area. The survey is recorded on drawings 
KPT-ROD-EHA-SW_AE-DR-EN-10201 Habitat Mapping Sheet 1 of 2 and KPT-
ROD-EHA-SW_AE-DR-EN-10202 Habitat Mapping Sheet 2 of 2 included in 
Appendix A. 

The main ecological constraints on the selection of the preferred route for the 
proposed walking trail: 

1. Annex I old oak woods and likely Annex I alluvial forests between Healy’s 
Hotel and Pontoon Bridge. Extensive areas of these important habitats are 
found along this section of the route. 

2. Sensitive lakeshore habitats such as Annex I marshes and wet woodlands, 
where the route is proposed to follow the edge of the lake. 

3. Areas of importance for European Otter and the birds of special conservation 
interest in the Lough Conn and Lough Cullin SPA, particularly Common 
Scoter. 

The impacts on habitats can be minimised by providing raised boardwalk, where 
possible. This would minimise fragmentation of habitats at the ground level, ensure 
that walkers stay on the designated trail and prevent trampling of ground flora. 
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Certain habitats may need to be avoided by re-routing through areas of less sensitive 
habitats. 

Engagement with the National Parks & Wildlife Service on these points will be 
undertaken as part of the planning and design process so that these issues can be 
dealt with fully prior to finalising the designs. 

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening and Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Screening will be undertaken for the preferred route. 

 

3.4. Architectural Heritage 

There are a number of protected monuments on the Record of Monuments and 
Places (RMP) along the route. These Records of Monuments and Places are listed 
below: 

• Crannog, Lough Conn (Reg. No. MA048-058); 

• Crannog, Lough Cullin (Reg, No. MA048-063); 

• Crannog, Lough Cullin (Reg. No. MA060-043): 

• Crannog, Lough Cullin (Reg. No. MA060-044). 

 

 

National Monuments (red dots) and 

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (blue dots) 
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Buildings included in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) sites 
along the route including: 

• The Lodge originally Pontoon Hotel (Reg. No. 31,306,002) 

• Pontoon Constabulary Barrack (Reg. No. 31,306,003) 

• Handball alley (Reg. No. 31,306,004). 

 

 

Pontoon Constabulary Barrack & Handball Alley 

 

During the planning and design stages consideration will need to be given to the 
potential impacts on these sites and the following architectural heritage (AoH-01) 
objectives of the Mayo County Development Plan: 

a) Protect the archaeological heritage and especially sites identified in the Record of 
Monuments and Places, National Monuments in the ownership or guardianship of the 
State, and National Monuments that are the subject of Preservation Orders, and to 
safeguard the integrity of the archaeological sites in their setting.  

e) Promote public awareness and appreciation of the archaeological heritage of the 
County. 

g) Facilitate public access to National Monuments in State care or in the ownership of 
the State where it can be demonstrated that the development will not have significant 
adverse effects on the environment, the integrity of the Natura 2000 network, 
residential amenity or visual amenity. 

 

3.5. Land Use & Properties 

While much of the route passes along the lake shorelines and commonage, there are 
a number of locations where the route passes through private owned lands or in 
areas where residential amenity, agricultural and forestry activities could be affected 
by the Trail. 
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Private lands that are potential impacted by the route options are identified on the 
drawings KPT-ROD-GEN-SW_AE-M2-EN-10101 Potential Route Option Sheet 1 
of 2 and KPT-ROD-GEN-SW_AE-M2-EN-10102 Potential Route Option Sheet 2 of 
2 included in Appendix A. 

To inform this feasibility study, the Knockmore – Pontoon Community Development 
Group has been consulting with relevant stakeholders and landowners to gauge the 
level of support and identify landowner constraints and opportunities. The finalise 
proposed route for each option will be agreed between the relevant landowners and 
the Knockmore – Pontoon Community Development Group. Consent will be required 
from the directly affected landowners for each section of the proposed trail before 
progressing it to planning stage.  

 

3.6. Local Amenities 

3.6.1. Foxford Way 

The Foxford Way is a long distance walk which 
complements the Mayo Western Way, Mayo's longest 
walk, extending it south through the Ox Mountains, from 
Foxford to Straide and around Lough Cullin. It is 86 
kilometres long and completes a circular tour of 
Northeast Mayo visiting a number of places of interest.  

The proposed Trail connects with the Foxford Way at a 
number of locations including at Pontoon Bridge, Laughil 
and Pontoon Cross and there is another connection near 
School House Bay. 

 

3.6.2. Blueway 

It is proposed by Mayo County Council to develop a Lough Conn & Lough Cullin 
Blueway. This would provide complimentary infrastructure for water-based 
recreational activities in the area. 

 

3.7. Public Transport 

There is a good network of bus services in the area including the following Bus 
Éireann routes: 

• 52 Ballina – Galway; 

• 420 Ballina  - Castlebar; 

• 451 Ballina – Charlestown; 

• 454 Ballina – Westport; 

• 456 Castlebar – Galway. 

 

The nearest railway station is at Foxford Station, which is on the Ballina Line, and 
located approximately 3km to the east of Pontoon Cross. Bus Éireann Route 52 
connects between Knockmore and Foxford, which can be used for access to the 
proposed Trail. 
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4. RECREATIONAL TRAIL SECTIONS 

4.1. Section 1: Knockmore – –School House Bay 

Section 1 extends from Knockmore to School House Bays and passes Glosblic and 
Rina. It commences at Knockmore Bay where these is a picnic and parking area. 
There is a continuous footpath from here into Knockmore Village. 

 

Approach to Knockmore 

 

Continuing southeast from Knockmore to Rina, two options were considered, one 
along the shoreline and the other adjacent the R310 road.  

 

Knockmore Bay © Bing Maps 
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The option along the shoreline was discounted as the terrain is too steep and rough 
and such a route would require significant infilling or a long boardwalk structure that 
would be very expensive. 

The option to follow adjacent the R310 is preferred as it would involve relatively small 
amount of vegetation clearance, some of which is needed to maintain the protected 
view. There are a number of fields and access points to the lake shore that will need 
to be altered and permission will need to be obtained from the affected landowners. 
The trail could be provided immediately adjacent the carriageway or narrow verge, or 
the existing roadside boundary could be maintained with the trail constructed behind 
it. 

 

 

R310 Southwest of Knockmore 

 

At Rina the route could either continue adjacent the R320 in the same way as 
described above or the Trail could diverge away from the road and follow around the 
peninsula on the shoreline. The route around the shoreline would be provided on a 
raised boardwalk as the water levels vary and the high water line is close to existing 
field boundaries.  

From Rina to Glosblic the trail can merge back alongside the R310 and the path can 
either be provided immediately adjacent the road where there is sufficient verge 
space, or the path can be provided behind a roadside verge or just outside the road 
boundary. Where the path is immediately adjacent the roadway the path should be 
provided with a raised kerb to provide segregation between road traffic and 
pedestrians. 

From Glosblic the trail can either continue adjacent to the road or drop down to the 
shoreline. The shoreline here has a gentler slope and easier terrain that a trail could 
be built with relatively little vegetation clearance or levelling the ground.  

Before School House Bay there is a small beach and boat access at Burkes Loop, 
which is identified as one of the points of interest. Part of the loop is currently 
overgrown but could be brought back into used with only minor vegetation clearance.  
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Fishing Boats at Burke’s Loop 

 

On approach to School House Bay there are two private properties that extend down 
to the shoreline. A short section of the trail may need to go along the roadside past 
these two properties before rejoining the shoreline leading into School House Bay.  

The beach at School House Bay is quite wide where a trail can easily be 
accommodated at the back of the beach just above the high water level. 

 

Burkes Loop © Bing Maps 

 

4.2. Section 2: School House Bay – Pontoon Bridge 

Section 3 extends from School House Bay to Six Arch Bridge. On the south side of 
School House Bay there is a stream that will need to be crossed. The route could 
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continue south along the shoreline until after a private property where the shoreline 
again becomes too steep and rough to accommodate a trail so the route would need 
to ramp up to rejoin the R310. Alternatively, the path could continue alongside the 
R310 roadway past this property, which would require the setting back of the 
property boundary to make space for the path.  

Where the route rejoins the R310 it would continue adjacent the road for 
approximately 150m where it could then divert off onto the track that leads to the 
Group Water Scheme Plant. Some roadside vegetation clearance would be required 
to provide a suitably wide verge to accommodate the trial. 

 

 

R310 to the South of School House Bay 

 

The track to the Group Water Scheme continues for approximately 180m to the lake 
shore at an area known as Carrick a Bhradon Cliffs. The trail would need to go along 
inland slightly away from the cliffs where the terrain is more suitable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrick a Bhradon Cliffs 
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The route then passes through some commonage and there is an access track along 
part of the route that could be used. This track leads back to the shoreline at a small 
beach, where a new route would be developed to meander through a mixture of 
shoreline and woodland to avoid impacting on protected habitats. 

 

View north along the access track towards Carrick a Bhradon Cliffs 

 

Approaching the R310 at Six Arch Bridge the route passes nearby a number of 
private properties and adjacent a marsh area and wet woodland. The exact route 
would need to be determined during the design development and in consultation with 
the adjacent landowners. 

From Six Arch Bridge to Pontoon Bridge. Initial the route follows along the R310 for 
approximately 500m. Some parts of the roadside verge may be sufficiently widened 
to accommodate the trail, while in others the existing roadside boundary may need to 
be cleared and a new boundary planted or the trail could go inside the field with a 
new secondary boundary installed. The preferred option would need to be confirmed 
in consultation with the affected landowners. 
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R310 View East Towards Six Arch Bridge 

 

The Foxford Way diverts off the R310 and goes along a quite local road. This could 
be considered as an alternative or additional loop through the townland of Cuing 
More. 

There is a potential route that diverts off the R310 and goes along track through a 
number of fields that leads towards Dockery’s and Mulrooney’s Bay. Subject to 
permission from the affected landowners, a spur or a loop could be provided to 
access the Bay. 

 

Dockery’s and Mulrooney’s Bay 
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Approaching Pontoon Bridge the R310 road widens out and there is a footpath on the 
south side of the road that continues past a number of private properties, including 
the former Pontoon Hotel, to Pontoon Bridge. The existing footpath is considered 
suitable for this short section of the trail. 

 

R310 View east towards Pontoon Hotel 

 

4.3. Section 3: Pontoon Bridge – Healy’s Hotel 

Section 3 extends from Pontoon Bridge to Healy’s Hotel. Immediately west of 
Pontoon Bridge there is a wide verge that can be upgraded to provide formal parking 
and information displays for the trail.  

 

R310 View West from Pontoon Bridge 
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To the west the R310 narrows and there is little or no roadside verge and as 
described in Section 3.3 the lands either side of the road Annex I old oak woods and 
likely Annex I alluvial forests between Healy’s Hotel and Pontoon Bridge. 
Consultation with the NPWS is required to determine a preferred route either along 
the roadside or through the woodland. An AA Screening and EIA Screening will then 
be required to determine if there would be any impact on these sites. 

 

R310 West of Pontoon Bridge 

 

 

Pontoon Bridge to Healy’s Hotel – area of off-road route at Laughil to be considered. 
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An alternative route might be to follow the Laughil track (part of the Foxford Way) to 
the northwest off the R310 and then to create a new route up and over the hill 
through bog and forestry before rejoining the R310 near Healy’s Hotel. The terrain is 
quite steep and further investigation is needed to confirm a suitable route can be 
constructed and this would need to be done in consultation with the affected 
landowners. 

In the Bay in front of Healy’s Hotel a trail could be developed along the shoreline. 
Some parts of the shoreline are marshy or the water edge comes right up to the 
roadside, and in these locations the construction of a boardwalk structure could be 
considered to provide access to the beach at Lough Cullin where there is boat 
access. The area is also proposed to be developed as part of the Lough Conn & 
Lough Cullin Blueway. 

 

Fishing Boats at Lough Cullin 

 

A planning application (ref. 17.570) for the redevelopment of the Pontoon Angler’s 
Hotel is current being considered by An Bord Pleanála. The details of this scheme 
will need to be considered during the planning and design development stages of the 
trail. 

 

5. PROJECT RISKS 

5.1. Identification of Key Risks relating to Project Risk 

The following initial key areas which could affect the project have been identified 
(further areas may be identified as the design progresses): 

• Availability of land and agreements with landowners; 

• Environmental constraints and mitigation; 

• General trail design at the interface with the road and across areas of steep or 
rough terrain; 

• Planning and legal, property and compensation; 

• Geotechnics and foundation design; 

• Public interfaces, third parties and utilities; 
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• Resources / market; 

• Programme and procurement; 

• Buildability, management and construction programme; 

• Finance. 
 

5.2. Risk Management  

This feasibility study has been prepared in consultation with Knockmore – Pontoon 
Community Development Group, Mayo County Council and other relevant 
stakeholders to ensure that opportunities and constraints were identified and an 
optimum project was developed. 
 
The detailed process of the approach to working within the environmental constraints 
are identified and explained in Section 3. These assessments have identified the 
constraints and mitigations measures required to ensure that the scheme has no 
significant environmental impacts. 
 
Landownership details have been confirmed and initial landowner consultations have 
been undertaken by the Knockmore – Pontoon Community Development Group and 
other interested parties. Further consultations and agreements with affected 
landowners will be required before the trail or sections of the trail can be taken 
forward to the planning stage. 
 
A preliminary cost estimate has been prepared for the proposed Trail, based on the 
emerging preferred route and the concept design. This cost estimate includes 
allowances for advanced and accommodation works. A more detailed cost estimate 
should be prepared as the scheme is approved and the detailed design is developed. 

 

6. COST ESTIMATE 

The feasibility cost estimate for the various sections and the overall route is included 
in Appendix B. 

 

7. CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

The idea of the Knockmore to Pontoon Recreational Trail is to develop a new walking 
amenity that will connect the communities, places of interest along the route, and 
other attractions. This off-road amenity for walking would have immediate local 
appeal, but in combination with the other attractions in the area, such as angling & 
boating on the lakes, the Foxford Way and the proposed Blueway, would also attract 
visitors from the wider region, helping to make the area as a regional destination 
again.  

This study investigated possible route options in providing a Trail between 
Knockmore and Pontoon.  In identifying the route options, a number of previous 
planning policy studies and specific local studies were examined. Following a 
desktop study a number of site inspections which were undertaken to determine the 
opportunities and constraints along the route. 

A preferred route has been identified for Section 1, however, for Sections 2 and 3 
further consultations with affected landowners and stakeholders are required to 
determine the feasibility and the preferred route. 
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It was agreed through consultations with the Knockmore Pontoon Development 
Group that Section 1, from Knockmore Bay to School House Bay, is worth 
progressing on its own and the other two Sections could follow at a later date should 
it be determined that they are feasible. 

Section 1, Knockmore Bay to School House Bay, will provide an excellent amenity for 
residents and visitors alike giving safe access for people to walk along the lake shore 
and access the places of interest including Knockmore Bay, Rina Peninsula, Glosblic 
viewpoint, Burke’s loop & Beach and School House Bay. It will also provide a 
connection to the Foxford Way from School House Bay via an existing waymarked 
route for an extended walking route. 

Following feedback from the Knockmore Pontoon Development Group on their 
consultations with landowners and consideration of the site constraints the 
recommended proposed route for Section 1 from Knockmore to School House Bay is 
as follows: 

• Commencing at Knockmore Bay, there is an existing picnic and parking area, 
and a continuous footpath leading into Knockmore Village. 

• Continuing southeast from Knockmore Bay the trail will follow adjacent the 
R310 roadway. The trail path will be separate from the road edge with a verge 
and in some locations the existing road boundary will be retained and the trail 
path with be provided behind the boundary. There are a number of shore 
access points to the lake shore that need to be maintained.  

• Approaching Rina Peninsula, the route diverges away from the road and 
continues along the shoreline on a raised boardwalk This route avoids 
encroaching into a number of existing fields between the road and the lake. 

• Immediately to the southwest of Rina Peninsula until Glosblic Bay viewpoint 
the route returns to continue adjacent the R310 roadway on a new path just 
outside the existing road boundary. 

• At Glosblic Bay viewpoint the route narrows and a roadside footpath will be 
provided just inside the existing road boundary. This will require the removal 
of a section of the existing layby on the shore side of the road.  

• From Glosblic Bay viewpoint to Burke’s Loop the route will continue outside 
the existing road boundary on the shore side. The path will undulate to match 
the existing ground profile to minimise vegetation clearance and required infill 
material.  

• The route will then utilise Burke’s Loop, which requires some vegetation 
clearance to reinstate the loop where it has become overgrown. 

• Southeast of Burke’s Loop the trail will join the R310 roadway with a footpath 
provided past two properties before diverging from the road again and 
ramping down to the shoreline leading into School House Bay.  

• At School House Bay the trail will continue at the back of the beach just 
above the high water line where access to the Foxford Way Link will be 
provided. 

The recommended proposed route for Section 1, Knockmore Bay to School House 
Bay, is shown on drawing KPT-ROD-GEN-SW_AE-M2-EN-10301 Potential Route 
Options Section 1 Proposed Route included in Appendix A. 
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Drawings 
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Appendix B: 
Cost Estimates 

 



Roughan & O'Donovan

Consulting Engineers

Knockmore - Pontoon Recreational Trail

Feasbility Study

Knockmore - Pontoon Recreational Trail

Length, m Rate / m Cost Notes

Section 1: Knockmore Bay to School House Bay

Trail Type 1 2720 110€              299,200€       

Trail Type 2 360 50€                18,000€         Rina Loop

Trail Type 3 0 25€                -€               

Boardwalk Structures 440 400€              176,000€       

Construction Cost 493,200€       

Planning, Design & Construction Supervision 10% 49,320€         As % of Construction Cost

Land & Property -€               Assuming permissive access

Accomodation Works No. of properties 0 -€               

Total Section 1 3520 542,520€       

Section 2: School House Bay to Pontoon Bridge

Trail Type 1 150 110€              16,500€         

Trail Type 2 2610 50€                130,500€       

Trail Type 3 0 25€                -€               

Boardwalk Structures 160 400€              64,000€         

Construction Cost 211,000€       

Planning, Design & Construction Supervision 10% 21,100€         As % of Construction Cost

Land & Property -€               Assuming permissive access

Accomodation Works No. of properties 2 10,000€         Based on €5k per property

Total Section 2 2920 242,100€       

Section 3: Pontoon Bridge to Healy's Hotel

Trail Type 1 0 110€              -€               

Trail Type 2 1730 50€                86,500€         Rina Loop

Trail Type 3 0 25€                -€               

Boardwalk Structures 125 400€              50,000€         

Construction Cost 136,500€       

Planning, Design & Construction Supervision 10% 13,650€         As % of Construction Cost

Land & Property -€               Assuming permissive access

Accomodation Works No. of properties 1 5,000€           Based on €5k per property

Total Section 3 Cost 155,150€       

Length, km Cost, ex VAT

Entire Knockmore - Pontoon Recreational Trail 7.6 939,770€       

Project Reference: 18.134
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